
Kathryn, 22, a Bost employee who is
headed to medical school; Gerry Jr., 17,
a football player at Southside High
School; and Andrew, a seventh-grader
at Ramsey Junior High.

Gerry is originally from Dublin, Ireland,
and came to Arkansas to run track for
the University of Arkansas. That’s where
he met and married Shirley, also an
Arkansas student. Gerry has worked on
and off for Sutherlands since 1982. He
joined the Kistler Center Board of
Directors in 2002 and has been Board
president for the past three years. 

Andrew was born in 1994 while the
McEvoys were living in San Diego, Calif.
Like many autistic children, Andrew’s
early months were quite typical.

“We have a library of videos and you
can see how interactive Andrew is.
Then two to three months later, on the
next video, it’s gone. He’s rocking,
staring, not responding to his name,”
Gerry recalls. “We had no indication
anything was wrong until he was about
a year-and-a-half old”.

Andrew’s regression concerned his
parents but at that time, there were
very few resources for parents to
educate themselves.

“The pediatrician never brought it
(autism) up,” Gerry said. Instead, they
were told Andrew was slow to progress
because of all the things his siblings did
for him.

According to the Autism Speaks website,
1 in 150 individuals is diagnosed with
autism and it is four times more likely to
strike boys than girls. Autism impairs a
person’s ability to communicate and
relate to others. It is also associated with
rigid routines and repetitive behaviors,
such as obsessively arranging objects or
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Life is a game filled with give and take
and everyone wins at the Kistler Center. 
Andrew McEvoy entered the game at
age 4 when he was diagnosed with
autism. His dad, Gerry, the manager
at Sutherlands, jumped in six years
ago as a member of the Kistler Center
Advisory Board. They have different
roles to play but both have home-field
advantage. The Fort Smith facility is
the only one of its kind specializing in
pediatric occupational, physical, and
speech therapy in this region. 

Occupational therapists and speech-
language pathologists have worked with
Andrew several times a week since he
was 4. He can tell you what he wants,
think fast enough while playing a board
game to know what he needs to roll,
beat the pants off of you at Scrabble
and replace the road map on an
out-of-town trip.

“He can remember every turn and every
exit number,” said Gerry. Although that
comes in handy, that type of skill is
what makes communication with
people so difficult. “He’s so focused
on the details, he’s not looking at
what’s in the foreground,” Gerry said.

Shirley and Gerry McEvoy have four
children: Maureen, 26, who works at
Sparks Regional Medical Center;

continued on page 2

following very specific routines.
Symptoms can range from very mild
to quite severe.

Autism spectrum disorders usually can
be reliably diagnosed by age 3, although
new research is pushing back the age of
the diagnosis to as early as 6 months.
Research indicates that intervention can
result in significant improvements for
many young children.

McEvoys Get in the Game at the Kistler Center

Andrew McEvoy

Speech-Language Pathologist, Kristy Gordon,
helps Andrew increase his vocabulary by

identifying pictures in a book.

by Donna Payne

(see article inside)



McEvoys Get in the Game at the Kistler Center

every detail of running the Center with
such energy. She does it all.” But for all
the Kistler Center does, he knows there
is more to do and that the Center is up
to the task. “There is a latent need in our
community of children who don’t receive 
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Patrice Acosta
Mrs. Tracy Akins
Mrs. Shirley Ballard
BancorpSouth
Bedford Camera & Video
Eloise & Ed Bedwell
Benefit Bank
Mrs. Blake Berry
Edwin Bolding
Ann & Jim Borengasser
Anna & Phillip Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Burch
Burger King Restaurants
Richard M. Bushkuhl
Calico County/C & G, Inc.
Cascade DAFO, Inc.
Coca Cola Bottling Co.
Cook Elementary School 
Student Council & Student Body

Crabtree RV Center, Inc.
Dr. James Cheshier
Katherine Croom

Mrs. Louise Dahlem
Brenda & Curtis De Armond
Delta Delta Delta Alumnae Chpt.
Maxine Donaldson
Kathryn Englehart
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Fine
First National Bank, Sallisaw
Mr. & Mrs. Elvin Frick
Jeanette & Riley Foreman
Gerber Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Ben C. Frietsche
Adele Glensky 
Dr. & Mrs. R.C. Goodman
Greg’s Too
Debbie Hall
Elaine Hall
Paula F. Hanna
Verneil W. Hixson
Alice & Bob Honea
Mr. William Hudgins
Dr. & Mrs. William Huskison
Mrs. Gordon Jorden
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kalmer

Anna Keith
Betty & William Klusmeier
L.J.S. Limited Partnership
Faye B. Lea
Leda Lee
Laura & Victor Linares
Drane Lyttle
MacSteel
Debbie & Sam Martin
AR State Rep. Jim Medley
Shirley & Gerry McEvoy
Robert E. Miller Revocable Trust
Rhonda & Scott Monroe
Northwest Fire Protection, Inc.
Sue & Danny Owenby
Julaine Pearson
Mrs. Marilyn Rains
Regions Bank
Jo Ann Riggs
Joanne Rinke
Karen Rinke
Rosalie Tilles Foundation
Alfred & Ila Sass

Janet Palmer Seaton
Shamrock Bolt & Screw Co., Inc.
Linda & Kenny Shupert
Mr. & Mrs. Don Smith
Eileen Smith
Southside Mu Alpha Theta.
Lucy & Bill Sowell
Sparks Health System
St. Edward Mercy Health Network
Dorothy & Eugene Staton
Sunnymede Elementary Teachers 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Suratt
Jean & Robert Thompson
Connie & Dwight Tibbett
Carolyn & Patrick Todd
Lillian & Leonard Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll Wakefield
Waldron Place Pediatric Clinic
Barbara & William R. Walker
Walmart Super Center/Zero
Walmart on Midland
Vyvyanne Waters
April & Mark Wear

In 1996, the family returned to Fort Smith.
With the help of their new pediatrician
and strong recommendations from other
parents, the McEvoy family became a
part of the Kistler family.

Initially, the McEvoys were impressed
with the physical layout of the Center
and all it had to offer. But before long,
they began to realize the heart and soul
of the Kistler Center.

“The greatest part of the Kistler Center
is the staff, the services they can provide
locally are so impressive,” Gerry said.
“If a child needs multiple visits per week,
they don’t have to go out of town. They
have such a high standard and make
sure every child receives services”. 

Among other activities, Gerry participates
in quarterly meetings with the Kistler
Center Board of Directors and receives
reports on the operation of the Center,
finances, communications and a total
rundown from the executive director
Jennifer Kistler. “We have a great leader
in Jennifer,” Gerry said. “She addresses

Andrew works on following complex directions using time, location, and sequencing concepts
with the help of (left) Lynn Bain, Occupational Therapist and Crystal Stenback,

Speech-Language Pathologist.

continued

services because their parents don’t
know about the Kistler Center,” Gerry said.

And as long as there is a child who needs
to “get in the game,” the Kistler Center
will welcome them to the team.
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Eugene Weisenfels
Weldon, Williams & Lick
Donna & Greg Whitsitt
Zero Mountain, Inc.

IN HONOR OF
Carter Lessley
Roberta & James Farmer
Chris Pointer
Velma Taylor
Cleo Watts

Marcus Blaylock
Velma Taylor

Willie Bradshaw
Debbie & Don Bradshaw

Kathy Farmer
Cleo Watts

Trey Geralds
Joanie & Gary Geralds

IN MEMORY OF
Don Autry
Reita & Lee M. Coots

Dorothy Marie Bernes
Cleo Watts

Bonnie Clark
Jessie & Wayne White

Mark Andrew Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fuhrman

Dr. Ralph Eubanks
Jeri & S.E. Kizer

Hildred Flippin
Dortha Gruver

Kaden & Keeton Floyd
Betty Ann Colley

Beth Koprovic
Chris, Dana & Mark Beam
Graden C. Burke
Tracey & Jeffery Geren
Jennifer Kohnke
Martha & Bill Osbun
Paris-Logan County Coal 

Miners Memorial, Inc.
Mary Anne & Don Shula
Robert L. Thomas

Ernie Hammontree
Kathy & David Vonderheide

Charles Kalmer
Lillian Gibson
Jennifer Kistler
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Zimmerman

Sally Jackson Lee
Ann Jacobs Conrath
Adele & Harper S. Jackson

Kaye Lynne Michael
Pat Buckner

Dorothy Osbun
Agnes Carson
Helen Davis
Kindal & David Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Gross
Lois & Carl Gruenberg
Betty Kistler
Jennifer Kistler
Rose Marie Latta
Rosemary Lelemsis
Judy & John Osbun
Norine & Russ Osbun
Sharon & Fred Poore
Liz & Eric Sheffer
Nedra Shultz

Mrs. Irene Phillips
Perrie Beth & Billy Weedon

Anthony Siebenmorgen
Lori & Christopher Burton
Richard M. Crew
Rebecca J. Faldon
Sheila & David Humphrey
Dr. T.D. & Cathie Jennings
DeDe & Bill Lux
Matlock Electric Co.
Gwen & Bernard McGuire
Linda & Anton Myers
Sheryl & David Oliver
Jill & Mitchell Wells
Anita & Harold Wewers

Vera Siebenmorgen
Linda & Anton Myers
Matlock Electric Co.

Lena Smith
Nancy & Vic Lauderdale

Laura Verderber
Martha Osbun

Sharon L. West
Clark & Collin Taylor
Kathie & Craig Smith
Lanny West

IN-KIND
ABF Media & Print Shop
A Closer Look
American Airlines

Area Health Education Center
Bedford Camera and Video
John Bell, Jr.
Dr. Wes Borengasser
Carmen’s Candlery
Lin Chen
Chili’s
Chuck E. Cheese’s
Lisa Clayton
Coca Cola Bottling Co.
Comcast Networks
Dick Cosner
Cox Media
Cuco’s
Brandon & Mashiah Cuttrell
D & D Tattooing
Discovery Network
e-Magination group
Garner Abattoir & Meat 

Processing Plant
Griffith Meat Market
Red Hannaman
HARDEE’S
Douglas Hasley, CPA, P.A.
Hiland Dairy
Hiram Walker
Holiday Inn City Center
Mr. John’s Salon & Spa
Juan’s
Dr. Steven Kilpatrick
Jennifer Kistler
Lairamore, Inc.
Patricia Lappin
Jimmy Leach
Lifetime Television Network
Sandra Lovell
Reid Maddox
Movietown
Sarah Noebels
Office Depot
OK Foods
Donna Payne
Preferred Office Products
Pure Heart Studios
Randalla’s
Brooke Reeder
Regions Bank
“Reliv” by Dave Adams
Virginia Ricketts
Riggs Rental Services
Rightmind Advertising

Riverside Outlet Store
Sam’s Club
Shane Vaughn
Sharum’s Garden Center
Dr. Robert Skinner
Kathie Smith
Dr. Steven Stiles
St. Edward Mercy Fitness
St. Edward Mercy Health Network 
Billie & Andy Sudigala
Truck Loads for Children
Turner Networks
UAFS Athletic Department
UAFS Graphics Department
USA Network
Wal-Mart Super Center on Zero
Wal-Mart on Midland
Sommer & David White

TThhee MMiicchheellllee KKiissttlleerr 
MMeemmoorriiaall
EEnnddoowwmmeenntt FFuunndd

Sacred Heart of Mary
Catholic Church

VOLUNTEERS
Lynn Bain
David Boyd
Gene Bruick & friends
Twyla Burt
Ming & Joe Chidester
Sharon DeWitt
Megan Ewing
Adele & Jim Glensky
Larry Goss
Krista Hannaman
Audra Harper
Bryan Harper
Angela Hyman
Shauna Hyman
Stephanie Hyman
Jenny Kilgore
Betty Kistler
Knights of Columbus
Kohl’s A-Team
Debbie Kraus
Sarah Kraus
Leda Lee
Trish & Corey Marquis
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Gerry McEvoy
Gerry McEvoy, Jr.
Jane McGowin
Bryan McFarland
Alex Payson
Paula & Ed Payson
Carol Payton
Julaine Pearson

Kristin & Ryne Perdue
Janet Ray
Kristen Ricketts
Denise & Jim Sauls
Edwina Schwarz
Mary Shermer
Craig Smith
Ralph Smith

Candice Stevens
Willie Stevens
Crystal Stenbeck
Billie & Andy Sudigala
Susan Weaver
Joyce Wolf

Corrections
If we have reported your gift 
incorrectly or failed to include
your gift, please call the
Kistler Center at 785-4677.
Thank you for your support!
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Betty and Wayne Kistler’s 6-year-old son was struck by a car in 1962, which resulted in a severe head injury that would eventually take
his life. They were faced with the task of traveling hundreds, sometimes thousands, of miles to find medical treatment for Gregory.
Gregory’s condition improved to the point he was able to attend school, enjoy fishing trips, and take walks. But in his teen years that
improvement began to slip away and he died in 1979. His memory lives on through the Center.

Five years before Gregory’s death, Betty and Wayne had the anticipation of a new grandchild. Their youngest daughter, Jennifer, gave
birth to Michelle in 1974. Unfortunately, their anticipated joy was mixed with pain. Michelle was born with spina bifida, more commonly
known as open spine. Michelle enjoyed life and never complained. She maintained a cheerful disposition and strove to accomplish many
milestones: she graduated from high school, learned to drive a specially adapted van, and worked successfully at a part-time job while
committing much of her time volunteering to help others. Sadly, Michelle died from complications of a bone infection in 2003.

What was born out of one family’s need, 30 years ago, has grown to become an outpatient treatment center known throughout the
region as the premier pediatric facility. Center staff have earned a reputation throughout the region for their compassionate
professionalism and personal commitment to providing the highest quality care, not only to the children, but to the entire family. Parents,
grandparents, siblings, and other caregivers are included in treatment when appropriate to facilitate continuity of care in all settings.  

The children who receive physical therapy, occupational therapy, and speech-language therapy at The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center
span a wide range of diagnoses and needs. Some children need assistance with the basics of daily living, such as feeding and sitting up,
while others may have problems with balance and coordination. The child’s diagnosis and individual needs determine the frequency and
duration of treatment; most receive therapy regularly for a period of months to several years. Over 500 children currently benefit from
our services, while more than 4,000 children and families have received help at the Center since its beginning.

At the Kistler Center, a child is never turned away due to the financial circumstances of his or her family. All that is required for a child
to benefit from treatment at the Center is a referral from their physician. The Gregory Kistler Treatment Center is the only facility of its
kind specializing in pediatric occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech-language therapy, aquatic therapy, and augmentative and
alternative communication in this region.




